Musicians Performing for Human Rights

What is Falun Gong?

The project “Musicians Performing for Human Rights” was started in the summer of 2003 by

Falun Gong is a traditional Chinese spiritual discipline for the mind

three musicians: Jacek Wohlers (piano), Michael Hackmayer (vocals) and Chan Kwok-Wah

and body that includes both exercise and meditation. Its guiding

(flute) from Germany. This music project is supported by many musicians from Europe, U.S.A.

principles are Truth, Compassion and Forbearance. People who

and Canada.

practice regularly find that it brings better health, reduced stress, and

At the end of 2003, the first CD project, “Free Xiong Wei,” was finished. It supported the

inner peace.

campaign of the “International Society for Human Rights” (ISHR) to rescue a young Chinese
woman named Xiong Wei who was jailed in a labour camp in China. ISHR succeeded in

The practice was first introduced to the public in China in 1992 and

getting Xiong Wei out of China and she arrived Germany in September 2004.

spread quickly by word of mouth. By 1999, over 100 million people were practicing Falun

The second project was the CD “Songs for Children, Songs for Peace” in 2004. It was

Gong compared to only 60 million Chinese Communist Party (CCP) members. Out of

produced to benefit an ISHR project to support impoverished children living on the streets of

irrational jealousy, the dictator Jiang Zemin branded Falun Gong as the country’s

the Ukraine.

number-one enemy, and in conjunction with the CCP, he launched a brutal campaign of
genocide to eradicate Falun Gong. A massive hate campaign of slanderous propaganda
through the media, and intimidation and brutality towards Falun Gong practitioners began
throughout China in July of 1999. In the following years, hundreds of thousands of Falun
Gong practitioners were imprisoned in forced labour camps, brainwashing centers, prisons
and psychiatric hospitals. As of June 27, 2005, 2623 deaths, most of them caused by
torture, have been verified, but the actual number is believed to be much higher.
Unfortunately, in this persecution, the children have not been spared.
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